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HAITI. 

By  Consul  John  B.  Terres,  Port  au  Prince,  March  20. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  into  Haiti  in  1916  were  more  than 
130  per  cent  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year.  In  1915  thev 
amomited  to  $3,806,672  and- in  1916  to  $8,775,064,  an  increase  of 
$4,968,392.  This  gain  is  due  largely  to  continued  peace  throughout 
the  country,  which  has  enabled  the  people  to  Avork  and  be  paid  for 
their  labor. 

The  American  occupation  has  accomplished  maii}^  things  for  the. 
good  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  has  given  employment 
to  the  idle  laboring  class,  enabling  them  to  obtain  a  livelihood.  It 
has  led  to  great  imprQvement  in  the  streets  of  the  city  and  also  the 
roads  leading  for  some  distance  into  the  interior.  The  result  should 
be  a  decided  improvement  in  the  mode  of  transportation,  which  is 
essential.  The  people  are  entirely  satisfied  with  their  treatment  dur- 
ing the  occupation  and  appreciate  the  utilities  introduced  into  all  the 
cities  and  different  sections  of  the  island. 
Import  Trade  Larger. 

The  importation  of  dry  goods  increased  materially  because  manu- 
facturers are  paying  more  attention  to  the  styles  and  wants  of  the 
people.  The  same  is  true  of  hardware,  tableware,  and  many  other 
commodities.  The  United  States  supplies  nearly  all  the  provisions 
imported  with  the  exception  of  some  French  canned  goods.  The 
entire  trade  in  automobiles,  bicycles,  motor  trucks,  carriages,  and  re- 
pair materials  is  held  by  the  United  States.  In  all  branches  of  im- 
ports the  United  States  has  gained  notably,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that 
all  imports  of  machinery,  for  which  the  proposed  development  of 
agriculture  offers  a  promising  market,  will  come  from  America. 

Great  Britain's  share  of  the  import  trade  increased  from  $296,228 
in  1915  to  $719,959  in  1916.  France  sent  to  Haiti  in  1915  goods 
valued  at  $167,679  and  in  1916  shipments  worth  $467,336. 

The  principal  imx^orts  into  Po«?t  au  Prince  from  the  United  States 
in  1915  and  1916  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


1916 


Articles. 


Building  materials: 

Cement bags. . 

Lumber feet . . 

Roofing, galvanized  iron, 
pounds.. 

Slates nuni))er . . 

Tiles do 

Carriages,  harness,  etc.: 

Buggies do — 

Carts do 


95022°-17 


10,455 
1,257,585 


10,100 


39,526 
2,454,622 

327. 049 
36,2^0 
33,621 

36 

55 


Carriage.s,  riarness,  etc.— Con. 

Horse  collars  '.  .number. . 

Wheels,  carriage .  .pairs. . 
Dnig.s,  druggists'  sundries, 
etc.: 

Alcohol gallons.. 

-Vniseed pounds. . 

Bicarbonate  of  soda, 
pounds.. 

Bora.v do 


19,  .■)27 

120 


279 
568 


1,.-)81 
14,  .544 

87,914 
3,528 


o  Barrels. 
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Articles. 


Drugs,  druggists'  sundries, 
etc. — Continued. 

Cinnamon pounds. 

Cloves do... 

Florida  water dozen. 

Garden  seeds. .  .pounds. 

Incense do. . . 

Paraffin do . . . 

Perfumery boxes. 

Sulphur. ." pounds. 

Dry  goods: 

Bedspreads number. 

Checks  and  nanldnettes, 
yards. 

Cotton  cloth- 
Bleached do... 

Unbleached. .  .do. . . 

Denims do. .. 

Drills do... 

Ginghams do. . . 

Napkins,  table.,  .dozen. 

Oxfords yards. 

Prints do... 

Tissues,  assorted .  .do. . . 

Towels dozen. 

Zephyrs yards . 

Furniture,  etc.: 

Bedsteads number . 

Chairs dozen . 

Desks number. 

Pianos do... 

Refrigerators do. . . 

Rocking  chairs do... 

Sideboards do. .. 

Sofasandlounges..do. . . 

Tables do... 

Wardrol>es do. . . 

Glass  and  table  ware: 

Decanters pairs . 

Dishes,  assorted ..  dozen . 

Lamp  chimneys  .  .do. . . 

Lamp  globes .'. do . . . 

Lamps do... 

Lanterns do. . . 

Plates do... 

Tumblers do . . . 

Haberdashery,  notions,  etc.: 

Belts dozen. 

Brushes do. . . 

Buttons gross. 

Collars  and  cufis  .dozen. 

Combs do... 

Cravats do . . . 

Elastic  webbing.. yards. 

Fans dozen. 

Garters do... 

H-andkerchiels do. . . 

Hooks  and  eyes . .  .do. . . 

Laces gross. 

Needles- 
Machine  . . .  number . 
Sewing do... 

Pins — 

Hat dozen. 

Safety gross. 

Shoe  polish dozen. 

Suspenders do. .. 

Thimbles do... 

Hardware,  cutlery,  etc.: 

Anchors " . . pounds . 

Awls dozen. 

Axes do... 

Axles pounds. 

Bolts do... 

Buckles dozen . 

Chains- 
Horse   and   dog, 

pounds 

Ship do.. 

Other ; do.. 

Coffee  mUls dozen 

Coflin  trimmings,  .do. . 

Cooking  utensil S; 
pounds! 


1915 


3,350 


1,318 

6,000,210 

840,380 

12,700 

1, 800, 750 

900,376 

190,700 

1,036 

18, 170 

10, 995 

106, 910 


46,000 

194 
182 
141 
6 
123 
162 


173 
116 


250 
69 

776 
766 
167 
144 


3,145 
168 


882 
872 


2,637 

35 

371 

3, 062 

9,432 


1,480 
139,326 


2,325 
940 


2,980 

"ioY 


12,200 
47 
597 

2,294 


1916 


27, 241 
14,998 
1,022 
492 
5,482 
2,295 
1,760 
5,120 

6,757 

6, 707, 967 

2, 108, 574 
9,357,321 
2,516,721 
2,094,726 
1,879,046 
4,195 
29,953 
1,391,069 


4,196 


594 

596 

55 

18 

127 

754 

37 

59 

320 

124 

522 
292 
1,632 
3,010 
1,442 
553 
2,185 
9,343 

312 
1,175 
2,727 


3,340 
2,236 

11,573 

252 

1.224 

3;  168 

10,000 
2,078 

43,312 
613, 720 

81,770 
21,725 
18,617 

4,808 
388 

3,247 
744 
1,540 
2,323 
17, 752 
7,255 


a  192 

18,015 

o  10, 464 

42 

1,128 

2,382 


Articles. 


Hardware,  cutlery, etc. — Con 

Copper pounds . . 

Files dozen. . 

Filters number . . 

Fishhooks do 

Iron- 
Bars  and  plates, 

pounds.. 

Doors  and  windows, 

.. .. .. pounds.. 

Pipes do 

Rivets do 

Knives dozen. 

Lead,    bar    and   sheet, 

pounds.. 

Locks dozen. 

Nails- 
Brass pounds. , 

Copper do 

Iron do 

Oakum do 

Pincers dozen. , 

Pumps number. , 

Razor  blades do 

Saws dozen.. 

Scales,  lai'ge. .  .number., 

Scissors. dozen. , 

Screws do 

Shovels do 

Solder pounds. , 

Spoons  and  forks,  dozen . . 
Steel  bars ..... .pounds . . 

Tin,  sheet do 

Trimk  handles pairs . , 

Washers ,  wood.niunber. . 
Wire- 
Barbed pounds. . 

Bottling do 

Copper feet.. 

Jewelry,  etc.: 

Clocks number. . 

Eyeglasses dozen. . 

Silver  cups number. . 

Watches do 

Machines,  etc.: 

Cofl'ee  cleaning do 

Cotton  presses do 

Engines do 

Motors ,  gasoline. . .  do 

Printing  presses.,  .do 

Sewing do 

Ship  machinery,  .pieces. . 
Oils,  paints,  etc.: 

Blacking .dozen. . 

Glue pounds. . 

Grease,  machine.. do 

Ink,  printers' . .  .gallons. . 
Ocher,  yellow .  .pounds. . 
Oils—  ■ 

Cottonseed  .gallons.. 

Kerosene do 

All  other do — 

Paints — 

Colored pounds . . 

AVhite gallons. . 

Paris  green pounds. . 

Sandpaper sheets . . 

Shellac,  gum .. .pounds. . 

Tar barrels. . 

Turpentine gallons. . 

Whitening barrels . . 

Provisions,  etc.: 

Apples barrels. . 

Bacon pounds. . 

Beans barrels. . 

Beef,  salted do 

Biscuits pounds. . 

Butter do 

Candies do 

Canned  goods dozen. . 

Cheese pounds. . 

Chocolate do 

Codfish do.... 

Flour  (196  lbs.)...  bags.. 


1915 


542,895 

1,830 

33,461 

1,397 

1,692 

2,102 
190 


159,288 

235,746 

25, 332 

1,004 

211 

1,262 

12 

10 


1,935 
.  90 
1,985 
1,-374 
6,780 
18, 932 
2,892 


84 

77 

132 


8,735 
2,997 

10.9S3 
'691 

18,150 

12,874 
330, 379 
20, 020 

38,792 
4,458 


33,686 


215 


123 

294 

1,264 

143 

761 

43,056 

441,213 

35,698 

1,259 

39,234 

460 

395, 277 

146, 402 


1916 


39,162 

1,773 

877 

165,098 


864,304 

4,104 

151,111 

9,838 

3,788 

8,117 
5,295 

28,850 

245,500 

381,845 

67,905 

415 

45 

4,422 

48 

32 

1,900 

17,064 

326 

2,774 

4,322 

83,415 

38,345 

6,236 

172,000 

52,902 
150,000 
165, 588 

429 

195 

554 

1,553 

3 
18 
16 
13 
2 
1,328 
24 

18,617 

5,241 

28,588 

714 

51,219 

15, 572 
701,161 
27,410 

122, 952 

1,300 

66,276 

18,585 
4,511 

500 
4,242 

132 

230 

2,365 

64 

1,390 

71,559 

577, 814 

56,864 

3,945 

57,560 

22, 736 

1,400,218 

205,985 


o  Number. 
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Articles. 


Provisions  etc.— Continued. 

Fruit- 
Dried pounds. 

Preserved dozen . 

Garlic pounds. 

Hams do 

Herrings- 
Pickled  barrels . 

Smoked cases. . 

Lard pounds. . 

Macaroni do 

Mackerel barrels. . 

Milk,  condensed. dozen.. 

Mustard,  bottled,  .do 

Oatmeal pounds.. 

Olives do 

Onions do 

Pigs'  feet barrels. . 

Pigs'  heads do 

Pork— Salted do.... 

Potatoes do 

Pepper,  unground.do 

Rice pounds. . 

Salmon barrels. . 

Salt,  table pounds. . 

Sausages do 

Spices do 

Starch do 

Sugar do 

Tea do.... 

Vinegar gallons . . 

Yeast pounds.. 

Spirits  and  beverages: 

Beer,  bottled dozen. . 

Wine barrels. . 

Stationery  and  supplies: 

Blotting  paper... sheets.. 

Blank  book.? dozen.. 

Cards,  playing gross.. 

Envelopes number. . 

Erasers,  rubber. .dozen.. 

Ink do... 

Letter  presses.. number., 

M  e  m  0  r  a  n  d  u  m 
books number. , 

Mucilage dozen . , 

Paper- 
Typewriter,  .sheets. . 
Writing reams. . 

Pencils- 
Lead  gross.. 

Slate number.. 

Penholders gross. . 

Pens,  steel do 

Sealing  wax — pounds. . 

Slates,  school dozen. . 

Typewriters . .  .number. . 


191.5 


21,0:J8 
243 


50,731 

14,  IGfi 

58,031 

3,188,08C. 

C9, 389 

419 

874 

40 

4,096 

970 

40, C02 

13 

393 

2,917. 

1,090 


1,773,252 

14 

5,338 

8,535 

1,772 

2,069 

978. 625 

312 

772 


20,290 

80 


226 
160, 160 


191 


8,000 


974 
124 


1,724 
121 


123 
23 


29, 987 

.■)S0 

!C.,9.50 

10.^,:?:14 

2J,1.U 

121,122 

4,101.:;08 

91,807 

.■04 

1,238 

01 


l,GOt 

42,989 

22 

1,002 

5, 144 

1,.514 

100,900 

,521,771 

33 

5, 210 

27, 202 

1,027 

3,122 

908, 735 

333 

2,151 

11,789 

30, 200 
536 

211 
1,536 
755 
363,000 
115 
778 
47 

2,352 
619 

364,423 
l,10ff 

357 
180,000 
4,050 
932 
879 
214 
205 


-Articles. 


Twine,  rope,  etc.: 

h  i.shing  line.s . .  .pounds. . 

Rope do 

Thread do 

I'wine do 

Wt«ring  apparel: 

Caps dozen.. 

Children's  suits, 

number 

Coats    and    vests, 

number 

Corsets dozen. . 

Gloves pairs. . 

Hats dozen. - 

Rubber  coats .  .number. . 

Shirts dozen. . 

Shoes do — 

Stockings  and  hose. do 

Underwear do 

AVaisf  s number. . 

Miscellaneous: 

Automobiles do 

Bags,  burlap do 

Belting,  leather feet.. 

Bibles number. . 

Bicj-cles do — 

Bottle  caps do  — 

Cartridges .do — 

Cigars    and    cigarettes, 

number.. 

Corks. number — 

Electric  batteries.. do — 
Electrical   supplies, 

cases 

Hay bales.. 

Lainp  wicks dozen. . 

Medical  instruments, 

dozen 

Molding,  picture-frame, 

feet 

Paper- 
Bags number.. 

Cardboard. .  .sheets. . 
Wrapping . . .  reams . . 
Phonograph  supplies- 
Disks   and   records, 

number 

Needles do 

Phonographs do 

Safes,  iron do — 

Soap pounds. . 

Sail  cloth yards . . 

Tobacco pounds . . 

Tobacco  pouches. dozen. . 

Umbrellas do — 

Wheelbarrows. number- . 


5,970 
42,997 

4,199 
10,916 


37 
"i69 


454 

232 

9,852 


12,280 
17 


1,250,000 
135,650 


100 


286 
1,379 


12,200 
638,000 
'""2,"  608 


12 

8 

5, 383, 135 

31, 683 

506,527 

74 


132 


11,766 
6,790 
14,987 


59 

282 

1,074 
194 


129 
1,982 
639 
43, 716 
694 
490 

13 

162,000 

4,955 

5,935 

12 

37,  COO 


695,984 
210 

112 

633 

1,0.36 

448 

10,451 

2,509,000 
9,271 
6,838 


2,735 

16,  .561 

48 

29 

6,879,136 

82, 789 

43, 585 

387 

3,112 

585 


Hard  Times  Reduce  Sales — Tariff  Unchanged — Credit  Information. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  commerce  that  the  interior  debt  has  not  been 
adjusted  nor  the  interest  paid,  this  default  having  resulted  in  reduc- 
ing sales  very  materially  for  1917.  Most  of  the  bonds  are  held  by 
the  people,  Avho  have  been  expecting  the  interest  to  be  paid  as  for- 
merly, and  thereby  to  meet  their  living  expenses.  The  failure  to  do 
this  has  embarrassed  them  financiall}^  and  will  tend  to  diminish  the 
sale  of  imported  goods.  Prices  of  imported  provisions  have  ad- 
vanced considerably.  Domestic  produce  remains  practically  un- 
changed. 

There  is  no  existing  law  in  Haiti  for  the  protection  of  trade- 
marks. No  changes  have  b^en  made  in  the  customs  tariff,  which  can 
be  revised  only  by  the  Legislative  Corjjs.  meeting  in  April.  The  col- 
lection of  duties,  strictei-  than  formerly,  causes  occahion:?.l  misunder- 
standings between  importers  and  the  customs  officials  about  the  rates 
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on-  certain  articles.  In  such  cases  the  matter  is  referred  to  a  com- 
mission that  examines  the  validity  of  the  complaint  and  decides  the 
question. 

Frequent  letters  requesting  information  on  the  financial  standing 
and  reliability  of  persons  and  firms  are  received  at  this  consulate. 
As  this  can  not  be  furnished,  it  would  l)e  advisable  for  firms  and 
individuals  desiring  such  particulars  to  address  their  inquiries  to  the 
National  Bank  of  the  Republic  of  Haiti. 
Summary  of  Haitian  Exports — Sugar  Industry  Started. 

The   amounts  of  the   principal   exports   from  Haiti   during  the 
calendar  years  1915  and  1916  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Bones 

Cocoa 

Cofiee 

Cotton 

Cotton  seed 

Cottonseed  oil... 
Hides  and  skins 
Honev 


Pounds. 

190, 521 

3, 467, 892 

36,879,0% 

1, 762, 102 

532, 766 

(O) 

724, 354 
''668,632 


1916 


Pounds. 

53, 229 

3, 477, 794 

78, 439, 478 

3, 252, 028 

476, 202 

19, 460 

1, 144, 792 

6  583, 763 


Articles. 


Horns 

Orange  peel 

Sugar 

Wax 

Woods: 

Cedar 

Lignum-vitce 
Logwood 


1915 


Pounds. 

3,066 

243, 408 

35, 529 

89, 862 

(a) 

6, 172, 853 

65, 599, 580 


1916 


Pounda. 

7,734 
242, 534 

52, 091 

24,090 

6, 226, 574 

136,926,672 


a  Not  reported. 


&  Gallons. 


During  1916  there  were  few  increases  in  the  exports.  Logwood 
advanced  considerably  owing  to  the  high  prices  obtained  in  the  first 
part  of  the  year.  The  eolTee  crop  was  much  larger  than  that  pro- 
duced in  1915.  A  good  deal  of  the  crop  is  still  in  the  country  on 
account  of  inadequate  shipping  facilities  to  Europe,  where  most 
Haitian  coffee  is  sold,  principally  in  France.  Lateh^  shipments  have 
been  made  to  Italy  via  New  York.  With  the  exceptions  noted  the 
exports  show  little  change.  An  appreciable  increase  can  not  be  ex- 
pected until  the  development  of  agricultural  enterprises. 

Although  several  sugar  concerns  have  been  formed  and  expect  to 
begin  operation  at  an  early  date,  the  Haitian-American  Sugar  Co.  is 
the  only  one  yet  started.  This  company  is  making  active  prepara- 
tions on  a  large  scale,  having  commenced  to  plant  cane  and  to  con- 
struct refinery  buildings. 

[Reference  to  plans  for  the  establislimeut  of  a  sugar  central  near  Cape  Haitian 
was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  3,  191G.] 

Shipments  to  the  ITnited  States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1915  and 
1916,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Port 
au  Prince,  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Beeswax 

Bones 

Castor-oil  beans. 

Cocoa 

Coconuts 

Coffee 

Copper,  old 

Cotton 

Fustic 

Goatskins 


,798 
,143 


,988 
380 
283 
926 

,119 


$273 

186 

792 

22,334 

2,175 

22, 275 

1,899 

25, 830 

925 

44,800 


Articles. 


Guano 

Hides 

Honey 

Ligniim-vitaj 

Logwood 

Metal,  scrap 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1915 


$220 
8,189 
1,547 
23 
2,921 
2,080 
466 


113,042 


1916 


S3, 132 

8,610 

844 

4,974 

433,369 

4,136 

721 


577, 275 


HAITI AUX    CAYES. 


Exports  from  Jeremie  to  the  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  for  the  United  States  at  the  consular  agency 
at  Jeremie  were  as  follows: 


Articles 


Cocoa 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Groat  skins. 

Hides 

Honey 


1915 


159,757 
55,350 


7,258 

17,191 

193 


1916 


$80,558 

47,615 

194 

8,168 

7,574 

384 


Articles. 


Logwood . . 
Metals,  old. 
Wax 


Total. 


191G. 


$2,238  _  S222,209 

256  51 

3,251  2,071 


245,492 


378,824 


AUX  CAYES. 

By  Consular  Agent  M.  Fontaine. 

That  present  conditions  favor  the  trade  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Haiti  is  shown  by  the  material  increase  in  last  years 
commerce.  Imports  from  the  United  States  of  articles  hitherto  sup- 
plied by  other  countries,  either  partially,  such  as  dry  goods,  or  ex- 
clusively, such  as  wine  and  corrugated  iron,  gained  from  78  to  202 
per  cent. 

More  than  twice  as  much  American  lumber  was  imported  as  in 
the  preceding  5'^ear,  371,543  feet  as  compared  with  145,264:  feet  board 
measure;  and  other  building  materials  in  proportion,  including  674 
kegs  of  nails  (320  in  1915),  7,335  bags  and  2,439  barrels  of  cement 
(31,170  and  585  in  1915),  and  365  bundles  of  corrugated  iron  sheets 
(205  in  1915).  The  quantities  of  drugs  and  chemicals  more  than 
doubled,  from  172  cases  in  1915  to  355  in  1916 ;  imports  of  dry  goods 
were  2,283  bales  and  cases,  three  times  the  1915  figures,  756;  and 
a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  foodstuffs  was  brought  in,  the 
leading  items  being  fish  (bloaters),  13,126  cases  (7,925  in  1915),  flour, 
19,275  barrels  and  bags  (16,902  in  1915),  butter,  467  cases  (365  in 
1915),  and  lard,  2,858  barrels  and  cases  (2,083  in  1915).  Imports 
of  wine  amounted  to  158  barrels,  as  against  55  barrels  in  the  previous 
year. 

American  manufacturers  of  dry  goods  have  excellent 'prospects 
of  maintaining  their  present  advantage  in  this  country,  as  except 
in  a  few  items  the  quality  is  equal  to  that  of  the  British  lines,  but 
the  trade  in  corrugated-iron  sheets  will  return  to  England  eventually 
unless  the  American  manufacture  is  greatly  -improved.  California 
red  wines  are  finding  favor  and  should  continue  to  be  supplied  by 
the  United  States  after  the  war,  in  spite  of  the  reduction  that  will 
then  result  in  the  cost  of  French  wines,  now  actually  dearer  than  the 
American  brands. 

The  advance  in  the  price  of  logwood,  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report,  caused  early  in  1916  a  large  export  of  this  j^roduct  and  made 
money  plentiful  in  this  district.  The  augmentation  of  imports  in 
general  is  due  mostly  to  this  and  to  the  comparatively  high  prices 
of  coffee,  which  crop,  hov.ever,  was  a  poor  one. 

The  unprecedented  rains  that  deluged  tliis  district  throughout 
September,  October,  and  No^'ember  destroyed  almost  all  domestic 
produce  and  account  partly  for  the  increased  imports  of  flour. 

Coffee  Crop  Permanently  Injured. 

The  autumn  rains  and  heavy  winds  prevailing  during  August, 
about  the  same  season  as  the  cyclone  of  1915,  greatly  injured  the 
coffee  crop  in  both  quantity  and  quality. 


SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    EEPORTS. 


Coffee  exports  amoiinted  to  13,586  bags,  against  41,765  in  1915, 
which  also  was  below  normal,  as  the  average  annual  exportation  of 
coffee  from  the  ports  of  Anx  Cayes  and  Aqnin  is  about  50,000  bags 
of  190  pounds.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  caused  to  the  German 
exporters  by  the  British  blockade,  a  much  larger  quantity  than  usual 
was  sold  in  the  United  States,  the  surplus  probably  being  reexported 
to  France  and  Italy. 

The  decrease  in  the  crop  is  the  conseciuence  of  the  cyclone  of 
August,  1915,  which  did  much  more  damage  to  the  coffee  trees  than 
first  believed,  and  as  the  lack  of  capital  and  labor  prevents  the  im- 
provement of  this  state  of  affairs,  it  is  probable  that  local  crops  will 
not  reach  again  the  former  standard,  but  gradually  diminish  in  quan- 
tity, and  the  natives  will  emigrate  in  large  numbers  to  Cuba,  where 
they  find  better  remuneration  on  the  sugar  plantations  as  laborers. 
This  discouraging  situation  will  affect  ultimately  the  volume  of 
imports  from  the  United  States. 
Logwood  and  Other  Exports — Good  Roads  Needed. 

During  the  first  half  of  1916  exports  of  logwood  were  heavy  on 
account  of  the  high  prices  paid.  The  shipments  amounted  to  10,349 
tons  from  Aux  Cayes  and  8,971  tons  from  Aquin,  a  total  of  19,220 
tons,  as  against  7,615  tons  from  both  ports  during  1915.  The  sudden 
fall  in  price  has  halted  logwood  exports  since  July,  but  large  stocks 
aggregating  10,000  tons  are  stored  in  Aquin  and  Aux  Cayes ;  part  of 
these,  hoAveA'er,  have  i-ecently  been  sold  in  Europe.  Seventj^-five  per 
cent  of  the  wood  shipped  in  1916  went  to  the  United  States. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  exported  was  about  the  same  as  during 
1915,  but  the  value  was  $15,000,  compared  with  $11,000  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  owing  to  the  higher  price  received.  No  beeswax  Avas  ex- 
ported, and  very  little  honey,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of  ship- 
ment. During  the  year  472  bales  of  hides  were  sent  to  the  United 
States  against  906  in  1915 ;  these  were  the  total  exports  of  hides  from 
Aux  Cayes  in  both  years. 

The  recojist ruction  of  the  Perigny  sugar  plant  Avas  completed  at 
the  beginning  of  1916  and  the  production  of  sugar  is  again  normal ; 
the  small  output  is  exclusively  for  local  consumption.  Tafia  and 
rum  distilleries  have  been  in  operation  as  usual. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  work  on  roads  connecting  the  centers  of  pro- 
duction with  the  seaports  may  soon  begin,  as  this  would  retard  thfe' 
emigration  of  the  native  labor  to  Cuba  and  create  the  facilities  of 
communication  upon  which  depend  the  future  development  of  Haiti 
and  the  consequent  increase  in  trade  with  the  United  States. 
Increased  Exports  to  United  States — Shipping. 

The  exports  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Aux  Cayes  for  the 
T'nited  States  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Beeswax 

$15, 249 

14,810 

172,332 

'777 

11,211 

4,470 

27, 472 

$1, 824 

7,086 

135, 852 

1,  751 

Hides           .              

134,688 

38, 117 

11, 752 

1,213 

237 

$31,570 
452, 490 

<'ocoa 

(^flee 

Specie                   

208 

Copper,  old 

Turtle  shell         

1,096 

Cotton 

140 

Total                

'Joatskins 

18, 740 

332,328 

650,757 
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The  port  was  visited  by  85  steamers,  of  whicli  the  nationalities 
were:  Dutchj  52;  French,  15;  Norwegian,  11;  Danish,  4;  British,  2; 
and  American,  1;  and  by  8  American  and  3  British  schooners. 

JACMEL. 

By   Consular  Agent  Louis   Vital. 

The  peaceful  conditions  obtaining  since  the  American  occupation 
w^re  so  beneficial  to  agriculture  in  this  district  that  large  crops  of 
corn,  plantains,  sweet  potatoes,  beans,  and  millet  were  grown  in  1916, 
resulting  in  a  decreased  importation  of  flour,  which  amounted  to 
14,565  barrels,  against  25,982  barrels  in  1915.  Total  imports  at 
Jacmel  in  1916  were  5,632  tons. 

The  following  American  merchandise,  which  paid  $178,928  in  im- 
port duties,  was  brought  in  during  the  year:  Beef,  169^  barrels; 
bloaters,  6,512  boxes;  codfish,  58,000  pounds;  compound,  185,000 
pounds;  flour,  14,565  barrels;  herrings,  1,882  barrels;  kerosene, 
5;,924  cases;  margarine,  115,000  pounds;  pigs'  heads,  18  barrels; 
pork,  345|  barrels ;  rice,  79,500  pounds ;  soap,  643,125  pounds ;  sugar, 
80,300  pounds;  and  tobacco,  81,500  pounds. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  export  product.    It  was  predicted  that  the 

1916  crop  would  exceed  that  of  1915  by  2,000,000  pounds,  but  this 
estimate  was  wholly  inaccurate  and  the  expected  prosperity  failed  to 
materialize.  The  price  of  coffee  remained  practically  constant  while 
other  commodities  advanced,  and  the  corresponding  reduction  in 
purchasing  power  seriously  affected  trade. 

Sales  of  dry  goods  were  small,  owing  to  the  increased  prices,  and 
the  stock  on  hand,  estimated  at  $500,000,  will  probably  suffice  for 

1917  requirements. 

The  articles  exported  in  1916  were,  in  pounds:  Beans,  4,619; 
beeswax,  1,419;  Cocoa,  2,935;  coffee,  7,798,400;  coffee  chaff,  753,355; 
old  copper,  3,358;  cotton,  ginned,  586,942;  cotton  seed,  3,190,553; 
fustic,  22,850;  goatskins,  73,072;  logwood,  8,418,000;  orange  peel, 
91,970;  oxhides,  11,280;  and  sweet  potatoes,  10,911.  These  goods 
paid  a  total  of  $254,488  in  export  duties. 

The  wharf  at  Jacmel,  twice  wrecked  hj  hurricanes,  was  repaired 
by;  the  militarj^  government.  A  telephone  service  installed  during 
tl^e-year  connected  the  town  with  Port  an  Prince  and  intermediate 
points.  The  constabulary,  trained  by  American  officers,  has  been 
made  efficient  since  the  occupation. 
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